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“Hail and Farewell” 
An open letter from the Editor: 


It is with some sadness (but 
also with a sense of relief) 
that | announce my resigna- 
tion as editor of the Affirma- 
tion Newsletter. 


Producing the Newsletter for 
the last seven years has 
been a joy and a labor of 
love. However, | feel that it is 
time for younger members of 
Affirmation to take over and 
bring the Newsletter into the 
computer age and prepare it 
for the new century. (Il am 
hopelessly “old fashioned” 
and at 7/2 definitely “over the 
hill.”) 


Fortunately, David Gunnell 
and Jerry Nosin have volun- 
teered to take on this difficult 
task. They will be in charge 
Starting with the Spring 1998 
issue. You may write to them 
Cfo Affirmation, P.O. Box 
1021, Evanston, IL 60204. 


| hope that all the members of 
Affirmation will give them the 
help and suport they will need 
by sending in articles, etc. 


George Hodgdon V 
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Affirmation Urges Council of Bishops to 
Request “Homosexual Union” Decision from 
Judicial Council 


Affirmation strongly urges the Council of Bishops to 
request a declaratory decision from the Judicial Council 
on the meaning, application and constitutionality of a ban 
on ceremonies celebrating homosexual unions. “The ban 
is unclear, unconstitutional and unenforceable,” claims 
Jeanne Knepper, Affirmation spokesperson. “In addition it 
is unjust and denies vital ministry to some members of 
the Church.” 


In April of 1996, the General Conference added the sen- 
tence, Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions 
shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be 
conducted in our churches, to the Social Principles of The 
United Methodist Church. The Social Principles are 
included within the Discipline, the United Methodist book 
of polity and church law, but are themselves intended to 
be “instructive and persuasive.” There is no history of the 
Social Principles being used as United Methodist law. 


The placement of the ban in the Social Principles is con- 
fusing and unclear, leading to considerable disagreement 
about whether it is enforceable. This calls forth posturing, 
threats and the possibility of protracted legal proceedings: 


> Over 1300 United Methodist clergy signed the 


1997 statement ‘In All Things Charity,” affirming 
“appropriate liturgical support for covenant commitments 
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Affirmation National Council 
Richard Bates 


Austin, TX 


Jeanne Knepper 
Portland, OR 


Dick Burdon 


Portlan 


OR 


Affirmation seeks to: 


coordinate advocacy with supportive United 
Methodist groups; 

respond to opportunities for ecumenical and 
interfaith witness and action; 

sponsor education and information services; 
inform members of activities in the church that may 
be of interest and offer suggestions as to possible 
responses. 


| am interested in knowing more about: 


Q 


John R. Calhoun 
Oklahoma City, OK 


Daniel Ross Chandler 


Evanston, IL 


William Flint 
Jackson, MS 
| 


Morris Floyd 
Minneapolis, MN 
SEs 


Judy Cara Hicks 


Evanston, IL 


Rick Huskey 
Washington, DC 


Name 


Street Address 


Deborah Robinson 


Essex Junction, VT City 


Phone 


Judy WestLee 
Minneapolis, MN 


One Woman in 
New York 


Becoming a member of national Affirmation and 
receive the quarterly newsletter. 

Affirmation groups or events in my region or city. 
Starting a local group. 

| want to provide financial support for the work of 
Affirmation. Enclosed is a donation of $ 


State 
Annual Conference 


__4ip 


All Affirmation correspondence is mailed discretely. 
All contributions to national Affirmation are tax deductible. 


Mail to: 


Affirmation 

United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bisexual Concerns 

P.O. Box 1021 

Evanston, !L 60204. 


AFFIRMATION NEWSLETTER TO GO ON-LINE! 


In an effort to keep up with the electronic age, the Affirmation Newsletter 
plans to go “on-line” in the not-too-distant future. If you would like 
to receive your Affirmation Newsletter via e-mail rather than snail-mail, 
please send us your e-mail address. 


Name: 


Snail Mail Address: 


E-Mail Address (please be case-specific): 


Thanks! Please send this to: Affirmation, P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, DL 60204 
or if you prefer you can e-mail this information to us at: umaffirm @concentric.net 
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From Page One... 
between same-gendered couples”; 


» Many clergy and laity have signed “The More Excellent Way,” promising to “hold ac- 
countable” through the charge process any clergy members who participate in such 
services; 


> A group of United Methodist clergy and supporters formed the Covenant Relationships 
Network (CORNET) seeking to encourage and support clergy who resist the ban. 


> On September 14, 1997, the Reverend Jimmy Creech of Omaha, Nebraska, con- 
ducted a covenant service for two women members of his congregation. A complaint 
has been filed. Meanwhile, clergy in many conferences have indicated their intent to 
ignore the supposed ban. 


There are four ways to bring a matter before the Judicial Council. One of several bodies can 
request a declaratory decision on the meaning, applicability, effect or constitutionality of a 
passage of the Discipline or an act of General Conference. If this request is made, all inter- 
ested parties in the church are invited to submit written or oral testimony before a decision is 
made. Affirmation would participate in that process, in writing and by oral argument. 


The second and third methods stem from a request of an episcopal decision of law. Any 
member of an annual conference session may submit a request that a bishop rule on an is- 
sue directly pertinent to the business of that annual conference. The request must be made 
in writing. The bishop in question has thirty days in which to make his or her ruling, which 
applies only to the annual conference in question until it is automatically reviewed by the Ju- 
dicial Council. At that point, the decision of the Judicial Council as it supports, clarifies or re- 
jects the bishop's ruling becomes law for the entire church. The Judicial Council will also 
hear an appeal from an episcopal decision of law if one fifth of the conference present vote 
to appeal that decision. 


Finally, a clergy or lay member who has been charged and tried on a violation of church law 
may appeal to a jurisdictional conference committee on appeals, whose decision is final ex- 
cept that a further appeal may be taken to the Judicial Council on questions of law related to 
procedures of the jurisdictional committee on appeals. 


Of all these methods of bringing a matter before the Judicial Council, the method that will 
move in the quickest, most efficient and most comprehensive manner is a request for a de- 
claratory decision. It is for this reason that the National Council of Affirmation is asking the 
Council of Bishops to request a declaratory decision at the next meeting of the Judicial 
Council. 


The United Methodist Discipline spells out who may request that the Judicial Council issue a 
declaratory decision. If the Council of Bishops or a Jurisdictional College of Bishops does 
not request a declaratory decision on this controversial passage, Affirmation will print model 
requests in the next newsletter so that our supporters can take them to their annual confer- 
ences and seek a declaratory decision in that matter. We will also print a model request for 
an episcopal decision of law so that any individual member of an annual conference can 
bring the matter forward. V 


Jeanne Knepper, Spokesperson 


The Ban is Unconstitutional 


The National Council of Affirmation argues that the ban on covenant services violates the 
Please turn to Page Four.. . 
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From Page Three. . . 

constitution of The United Methodist Church in 
two respects. It violates the protection of peo- 
ple regardless of status and it seeks to limit 
Article XXII of the Articles of Religion. 


Concerning status 


From its beginning, the Constitution of The 
United Methodist Church has insisted that the 
“rights and privileges of membership in all 
agencies, programs and institutions” of the 
church be secured “regardless of race or 
status:” (Paragraph 15.14) In 1992 the Gen- 
eral Conference added the word “status” to 
Paragraph 4 of the Constitution, further empha- 
sizing that participation shall not be conditioned 
on status. 


In 1993, the Judicial Council ruled (in decision 
702): 


In regard to the definition of the word “status” in 
the Constitutional Amendment, the following 
observations must be made in the light of its 
legislative history: 
1. There is no evidence that the word 
“status” was intended to include the clergy 
status of a self-avowed practicing homosex- 
ual. 
2. There is no evidence in the legislative 
history that the word “status” does not 
include the clergy status of a self-avowed 
practicing homosexual. 
3. /t is obvious that if the normal definition 
of status” is used, it would be all-inclusive. 
4. The word “status” is not defined either in 
the legislative process or in the Discipline. 


It is not the task of the Judicial Council to legis- 
late the meaning of words passed by the Gen- 
eral Conference... It is obvious that the term 
“status” needs to be defined, .. . Status must 
be defined in any event. ... Therefore we 
would say even more explicitly it is the obliga- 
tion of the General Conference to define these 
terms or the obligation of the Annual Confer- 
ence to define these terms. 


The 1996 General Conference did not define 
status. Some Annual Conferences, including 
Oregon-ldaho, have defined the term. (The 
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference definition, 
adopted in 1995, is “Status refers to the posi- 
tion or standing of a person in society. This 
position may be legally determined or the result 
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of social attitudes.”) In the absence of a defini- 
tion on the part of General Conference, does 
the “normal” definition of the word status apply 
across the Church, or is each Annual Confer- 
ence free to determine its own definition of 
status, and then, based on that definition, to 
determine whether the prohibition in Paragraph 
65(c) violates the Constitutional protection of 
status? 


Concerning the Articles of Religion 


Article XXiI—Of the Rites and Ceremonies of 
Churches ends with the statement, “Every par- 
ticular church may ordain, change, or abolish 
rites and ceremonies, so that all things may be 
done to edification.” Paragraph 16 of the Con- 
stitution states that “The General Conference 
shall not revoke, alter, or change our Articles of 
Religion or establish any new standards or 
rules of doctrine contrary to our present exist- 
ing and established standards of doctrine.” 
The added sentence would establish a stan- 
dard contrary to the doctrine that allows each 
church to determine the rituals and ceremonies 
that are or will be edifying for its people. To 
enforce this ban is to undermine an essential 
doctrine of Methodism in a way forbidden by 
the Constitution. 


A ruling that the sentence was unconstitutional 
would require an affirmative vote by six of the 
nine members of the Judicial Council. If deter- 
mined to be unconstitutional, the passage 
would be eliminated from future editions of the 
Discipline. (Paragraph 2617.) V 


Jeanne Knepper 
Spokesperson 


Very Merry 
Christmas to HAUL 
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Affirmation Supports Rev. Jimmy Creech 


Affirmation applauds the leadership and cour- 
age of the Rev. Jimmy Creech for openly test- 
ing the 1996 supposed United Methodist ban 
on “ceremonies that celebrate homosexual un- 
ions.” Rev. Creech faces a complaint for these 
actions. Affirmation, meeting in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee on October 11-13, enthusiastically sup- 
ports Rev. Jimmy Creech. 


Affirmation said, “Rev. Creech’s pastoral lead- 
ership fulfills the mission of the church to make 
disciples who show God’s love in the world 
through service. The gospel compares the 
love of God to love between persons. By 
strengthening covenantal relationships, the 
church empowers people for mission.” 


Affirmation claimed that Rev. Creech’s actions 
reveal that the privileges of church member- 
ship go two ways. God calls churches and 
their members to support each other with 
prayers, presence, gifts and service. 


Affirmation asserts that celebration of covenan- 
tal relationships is an essential form of pastoral 
support. Affirmation rejects the 1996 United 
Methodist statement that denies these pastoral 
services to some of its members. 


Affirmation calls on 


> United Methodist churches to make 
their facilities available for covenant 
services; 

> United Methodist pastors to offer full 
pastoral ministries to all church mem- 
bers; and 

> All United Methodists to speak and act 

forthrightly with the Rev. Jimmy Creech 

against the present injustice. Individuals 

may sign a call to resistance. Contact 

Affirmation’s Covenant Relationships 

Network (CORNET) at: 

umaffirm @ concentric.net. V 
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From the Reconciling Congregation Program: 


Five Hundred Come to the Table 
in Atlanta 


Come to the table. 
Let us enable good will among us 
and grace from above. 
Come to the table 
Where we are able to join in the feast 
and to share in the love. 
| —hymn by Julian Rush 


The overwhelming consensus was that the fifth 
national convocation of Reconciling Congrega- 
tions was the “biggest and best” ever. Occa- 
sional visitors augmented 420 registrants, 
bringing participation to over 500 persons. 


Participants lauded the excellent speakers, the 
exuberant singing, the inspiring worship, the di- 
versity of participants and the overall atmos- 
phere of love, grace and acceptance. 


Emory University in Atlanta provided the set- 
ting for the assembly. A round table was the 
central symbol. Posters with the names of 
over 12,000 Reconciling United Methodists sur- 
rounded the gathering. Banners from Reconcil- 
ing Congregations and Campus Ministries 
hung above the hospitality area. The growing 
magnitude and power of the RC movement 
was evident throughout the weekend gather- 
ing. 


Worship Undergirds Convocation 


Spirit-filled worship framed and set the tone for 
the convocation. Focused on the theme of all 
persons being welcome at God's table, the four 
worship events celebrated the ministry of rec- | 
onciliation and challenged participants to real- 
ize the fullness of God's love. ... 


Bible Study is Fun and Transforming 


Bible study leaders David Otto and Janet Wolf 
enlivened the biblical witness. Telling stories 
with rollicking human and penetrating passion, 
Wolf and Otto revealed the radical witnesses of 
Jesus and the New Testament writers which 
reach out and embrace all those excluded from 
the table. ... . 
Please turn to Page Eighi.... 


Page Five 


From Press Releases issued Oct. 13: 


“AFFIRMATION PROMOTES 
CELEBRATION OF 
COVENANTAL UNIONS” 


The National Council of Affirmation, meeting in 
Nashville, TN, October 11-13, 1997: 


> Applauded the leadership and courage of 
the Rev. Jimmy Creech for openly testing 
the supposed ban on “ceremonies which 
celebrate homosexual unions;” and 


> Strongly urged the Council of Bishops to 
seek a deciaratory decision regarding the 
constitutionality, application and meaning of 
Paragraph 65(c) of the Social Principles; 


> Invited United Methodist couples, regard- 
less of sexual orientation, to celebrate their 
continuing commitments in United Metho- 
dist Churches around the country on Valen- 
tine’s Day, 1998. 


Valentine’s Day Celebration of Commitments 


In April 1996 the General Conference added a 


sentence to the Social Principles that forbid 
United Methodist ministers to conduct ceremo- 
nies that celebrate “homosexual unions.” In 
July 1997 Affirmation helped a group of United 
Methodist clergy and supporters form the 
Covenant Relationships Network (CORNET) 
which seeks to encourage and support clergy 
who resist the ban. CORNET is organizing 
Valentine’s Day services around the country. 


For information on how to organize this event 


in your church, or how to participate as a cou- 
ple or celebrating clergy person, contact Rev. 
Judy WestLee, 

E-Mail: 


a MN 
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WARMing Up for General Conference 2000 


Affirmation participated in a coalition of pro- 
gressive caucuses that shared space at the 
1996 General Conference. Calling themselves 
the WARM coalition, representatives of the 
Women’s Caucus, Affirmation, the Reconciling 
Congregation Program and the Methodist Fed- 
eration for Social Action, roomed in the same 
hotel, shared office and program space and 
cooperated with each other, while still retaining 
distinctive and separate identities and pro- 
grams. 


Affirmation has taken the lead to bring repre- 
sentatives from the same caucuses together to 
discuss plans for General Conference 2000, to 
be held in Cleveland, Ohio. In October of this 
year, representatives from the WARM 
caucuses were joined by a representative of 
the Association of Disabled Ministers in an 
early conference call to start that process. Par- 
ticipants decided to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the previous cooperative effort, to gather 
information about General Conference Com- 
mission plans to house caucuses together in 
2000, and to confer next spring about the next 
steps, but not to meet in Cleveland in May, 
1998, as had been previously announced in 
this newsletter. Several caucuses are inter- 
ested in greater cooperation in 2000, including 
the possibility of coordinating legislative and 
newsletter strategies. V 


Jeanne Knepper 
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1998 Newsletter Deadlines 


To be announced in the 1998 Spring Issue 


the deadline for which will be February 1 


All submissions should be sent to: 


David Gunnell & Jerry Nosin 
Coeditors 
c/o Affirmation 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 
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Affirmation: United Methodists 
for Lesbian, Gay and 
Bisexual Concerns 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Tel. (847) 733-9590 
E-Mail: 
umaffirm @ concentric.net 


Affirmation Newsletter 1s pub- 
lished quarterly. 


The official views of Affirma- 
tion are stated by the Co- 


Spokespersons. 


Opinions offered in signed col- 
umns, letters and articles are 
those of the writers and do not 
necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of Affirmation. 


We reserve the right to edit or 
reject any material submitted 
for publication. 


Position Available 


Executive Director, Methodist 
Federation for Social Action. 


Contact the National Search 
Committee, MFSA, 
76 Clinton Avenue, 
Staten Island, NY 10301 


Application deadline: 
February 1, 1998. 


Winter 1997 


From the Editor’s Corner 


A Crack in the Dike? 


In October the National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
sent out a release about a pastoral letter. 


To quote the story from the Associated Press, “In a ground 
breaking pastoral letter, the bishops say homosexual 
orientation is not freely chosen and parents must not reject 
their gay children in a society full of rejection and 
discrimination.” (emphasis ours) 


This is exactly what many of us have been saying for some 
time, but the leaders of “anti-gay” churches have not been 
willing to admit. 


The bishops also recognized that young gays and lesbians 
are at greater risk of drug abuse and suicide, because of 
the rejection they feel from their parents (and we can also 
add, from their church.) 


The bishops go on to say that their letter in no way 
abandons or disagrees with Catholic doctrine. Genital 
sexual activity between same-sex partners is immoral. But 
they also tell parents “that church rules should not be 
enforced at the expense of their child.” 


According to the AP story, parents are to encourage their 
gay children to be chaste, to receive counseling and it is 
possible that they will receive a more sympathetic hearing 
from their priests. In fact, if they lead chaste lives 
homosexuals should “be given leadership opportunities in 
the church.” 


However, “[Bishop Joseph] Imesch, head of the Pastoral 
Practices committee, said the church is nowhere near even 
discussing whether it could ever consider homosexual acts 
morally acceptable. 


In the meantime, however, gay men and lesbians ‘still need 
to be accepted as people,’ he said. ‘The judgment part ts 
left to the Lord.” 


This story certainly contains a great deal of hope for gays, 
despite the fact that it gives encouragement with one hand 
and continued condemnation with the other (but at least 
somewhat softened). We probably should not read too 
much into it. 


But the BIG plusses are the fact that the bishops are telling 
parents to LOVE their gay children AND the recognition by 
some of the leaders of the world’s largest Christian church 
that gays do not choose to be gay! This is, indeed, a crack 
in the dike. V 
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RCP from Page Five... 
Keynote Draws Upon King Legacy 


Dr. Kelly Brown-Douglas, from 
Howard _ Divinity School, 
Stirred the convocation 
audience with her keynote 
address on Friday evening. In 
the “kairos time” in which the 
church is seeking God’s 
presence, Brown-Douglas laid 


out Martin Luther King’s 
legacy for the human 
struggles involving — race, 


gender and sexual orientation. 
Observing that King “virtually 
saved Christianity in the U.S. 
from being a meaningless civil 
religion,” Brown-Douglas 
portrayed King as one who 
drew upon the best of 
Christianity, which is God’s 
incamation in Jesus. King's 
embodied understanding of 
Jesus leads directly to an 


“inherent Christian re- 
sponsibility to protest in- 
justice.” 


Historic Recognition of Denver 15 


At Saturday’s evening cele- 
bration, Jeanne Audrey Pow- 
ers laid the context for the 
uniquely courageous act 
undertaken by 15 bishops at 
the 1996 General Conference. 
Greetings were read from sev- 
eral of the Denver 15. Bish- 
ops Dale White and Melvin 
Wheatley were present and 
received resounding  ova- 
tions. White returned the 
praise of the assembly as he 
recalled visiting Jericho and 
acknowledged the RCP as 
“one of the remarkable oasis 
places” in a church which is 
often a “dry and dusty place.” 


Board chair Karen Oliveto 
declared that for many per- 
sons the Denver 15 declara- 
tion was truly “healing water.” 


Other Convocation Highlights 


Covenant groups again 
formed the heart of the convo- 
cation as_ participants met 
daily in small groups to reflect 
upon the convocation and to 
share stories of their personal 
and congregational journeys. 


Evening performances of two 
original dramas created and 
performed by persons in the 
RC movement, Caught in the 
Middle and All in Our Family, 
demonstrated the power of 
using the arts to proclaim the 
RCP message of God’s hos- 
pitality and grace. 


‘youth participants presented 
a tablecloth they created to 
show how we are “all differ- 
ent, but fit together harmoni- 
ously in one world.” 


—¥ new convocation program 
component, Area _ Strategy 
Sessions, brought together 
local RCP activists with col- 
leagues from their state or 
region. Significant plans 
were laid out at these ses- 
sions for building the local 
and regional RCP networks. 


About 150 participants 
came to Atlanta a day early 
to participate in one of the 
four preconvocation forums: 
clergy; persons of color, part- 
ners; and youth, students 
and seminarians. About 20 
volunteers spent the day 


before the convocation laying 
tar paper on the roofs of two 
Habitat for Humanity houses 
in south Atlanta. 


‘the Saturday night dance 
epitomized the convocation 
in many ways. Persons of all 
ages, races and abilities jubi- 
lantly gyrated with different 
partners and groups. One 
observer noted: “The king- 
dom of God should look like 
this!” 


RCP convocations are truly 
remarkable gatherings of the 
people of God. This convo- 
cation was infused with pas- 
sion, energy and spirit that is 
rarely found in any other 
church-related gathering. 


So build us a table and 
tear down the wall! 
Christ is our host. 
There is room for us all! 
—hymn by Ruth Duck 


Some quotations from the 
participants: 


“| have received a vision of 
hope, the drive of a dream 
and the empowerment to re- 
turn home and extend the ta- 
ble to all God’s children.” 
Pennsylvania pastor 


“If we could only take back to 
our homes the conviction that 
this is not just a gay thing—it’s 
a church thing!” 

Texas seminarian 


‘| loved the multicultural 
aspect of the worship 
services!” 

California lay person 


A Very Merry Christmas to ALL 
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